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The Rebecca Knox
Public Interest Law
Summer Fellowship

SOUTHEASTERN
NOVA UNIVERSITY

YOUR FUTURE. YOUR TERMS.

Shepard Broad Law Center

Mission Statement
NSU 's Pu blic Inte rest Law Socie ty is a student -run
orga nization fo unded in l 994 co pro mote publ ic interest lega l
employment opportunities and to overcome the econo mic
barriers chat confront fu ture public interest lawyers. The
purpose of ch b fellowship is co provide fund ing co students
who serve conunumcy needs by work ing in a legal position
in the public interest field. Public interest work is defined,
fo r the purpo es of chis fellowship, as work fo r a nonprofit
organiza tion that <;erves a low-income, underfunded , and/or
under-represented community. Preference will be given to students
who choose co work for Legal Aid or Legal Services agencies.
S tudents selected for the e fe llowships will positively reflect
the goal and objectives of the Public lntercst Law Society and
the Shepard Broad Law Center and will have demonstrated an
interest

in

~ervmg the public in terest community.

Student Eligibility
The fellowship is open to first- and seco nd-year (a nd th irdyear even ing) law students enrolled at the She pard Broad Law
Center. In order to be considered for the fellow hip, studen ts
must fi rst make arrangemen ts fo r a pro bono placement at a
public interest organization fo r a minimum of 20 hour~ per
week and 200 total hours. S tuden ts must have at least a 2.0
grade point avernge when they apply a nd when the fellowship
begins in order co rece ive a fe llowshi p award. Students
receiv ing academic credi t for their work are not eligible for the
fellowship. Students may not receive pro bono credi t for their
fe llowship work. Howeve r, cudents who volunteer in excess of
the required 200 hours may apply for pro bono c redit fo r chose
additional hours.

Amount of Award
The stipend amounts generally range from $ l ,000 co $2,000,
but will depend o n the number of applicants, the availabili ty
of additiona l fund ing

to

the applicant, and the amount of

funds raised dunng the annual PILS Auction.

Application Requirements
A ll items below must be received in a time ly fash ion. No
exceptions will be made.

l. a cover letter to the committee indicating
a. name , N SU lD number, an d a nticipated date
of graduatio n
b. address and telephone nu mber and summer address
and telephone number, if different
c. expected place of employment and number of
hours per week you in tend to work
d. any addi tional sources of funding you are applying
for/ex pect co receive for your work
2. current resume
3. one- to two-page statement explaining why you believe
you sh ould rece ive the stipend
This statement should reflect any prior commitment to
the public interest law commun ity, other co mmu n ity
involvement, reason fo r wa nting co work with the
current organization, and any other factors pertinent to
the applica tion.
4. letter or wri tten statement of verification from expected
employer detailing the job description and verifyi ng that
you have been hired or are currently being considered
fo r the available position
5. a statement descri bing your fi nanc ial need, including
debts incurred, means by which you are paying for
your legal education, and an y other proposed sources
.of funding

Decision Committee
Applications will be reviewed by a committee composed of
the Exec ut ive Board of the Public Interest Law Society and
at least one faculty member or administrator. Student ID
numbers, grades, and financial data will be reviewed only by a
fac ulty member and/or administrator.

Deadline
The deadline fo r submitting a completed application is the
first Friday in April. Please submit completed applications
d irectly to the Public Interest Law C enter, located in
Career Development.

Responsibilities of Fellowship Recipients
Students who receive fellowsh ips must fulfill the terms of
employment as submitted in the application. If a studenl does
not complete such te rms, he or she will be required to repay the
money awarded.
Upon comple tion of employment, the student is required to
submit a one- to two-page report co the Public Interest Law
Center by the firsL Friday in September, documenting the
fe llowship experience. The student a lso must obta in a letter
from the e mployer con fi rming that the student has satisfactorily
fu lfi lled the terms of the employment.

Additional Information and Assistance
in Finding a Summer Placement
For both resource materials on finding a summer placement
and counseling regarding this a nd other public interest law
opportunities, please visit the Public In terest Law Center,
located in the Career Development Office.

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Law Center admits students of any race, sex, sex ual
orientation, age, color, nondisqualifying disabi lity, ma rita l
status, religion o r creed, or national or etlmic origin.

Accreditations
Nova Southeastern University is accredited by the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
(1866 Southern Lane, Decauir, Georgia 30033-4097, Telephone
number: 404-679-4501) to award associate's, bachelor's, master's,
educational specialist, and doctoral degrees.
Nova Southeastern University's Shepard Broad Law Center is
a member of the Association of American Law Schools and is
accredited by the Council of the Section of Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association
(750 North Lake Shore Drive, C hicago, lL 60611: Telephone
number: 312-988-6738).

Rebecca Knox graduated from the Law Center in May of 2004. While
at NSU, she was president of the Public Interest Law Society. Sl1e
also performed more than 780 hours of pro bono service at Coast to
Coast Legal Aid of South Florida , where she later became an attorney
representing victims of domestic violence. She passed away on August
20, 2006. This fellowship is supported by donations in her memory.
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